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PUD throws in the towel on
powerline

By John Hanron

The powerline is dead. For now.

The Okanogan County PUD’s efforts to
build a controversial electrical
transmission line over largely
unroaded benchlands between
Pateros and Twisp came to a
screeching halt last week as board
members threw in the towel.

"I’m not going to vote for any more
studies, I’m not going to vote for any
more funds to be spent on any
upgrades or engineering on either the
Loup or the Pateros-Twisp line," stated
commissioner James Rowland to a
shocked audience at the board’s Jan.
14 meeting. "I’m not going to fight it
anymore."

Rowland’s declaration was quickly
supported by fellow board member

2 of 20 2/6/02 8:41 AM

Methow Valley News: Top Stories http://www.methowvalleynews.com/tstories.htm



Darrel Bunch, who suggested that the
PUD maintain the Loup Loup
transmission line and revisit a new
transmission line into the Methow in
"two or three or maybe five years."

Methow Valley commissioner Don
Johnson, while supporting Rowland’s
decision to shelve the Pateros-Twisp
line, said the agency should not ignore
the need to rebuild the 54-year-old
Loup Loup transmission line, the sole
source of electrical power into the
valley.

"The long-range plan had us rebuilding
the Loup Loup line," he said. "I think
that’s what most of the public would
like us to do."

"I don’t think the public even wants us
to rebuild it," countered Rowland. "I
think they want us to maintain it."

Members of People for Alternatives,
Conservation and Education, a local
grassroots effort that formed in
response to the PUD’s plans for the line
up the lower valley, were quick to
point out that the group never stated
opposition to rebuilding the Loup Loup
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line. Rather, it argued that either
rebuilding the existing line or
constructing a parallel transmission
line over the Loup were potentially
viable options that the PUD did not
consider.

"We’ve never been opposed to
rebuilding an aged Loup Loup line,"
said group spokeswoman Maeyowa,
who lives south of Carlton near where
the Pateros-Twisp line would have
crossed. "Never have we said we are
opposed to upgrading a system that
currently serves the Methow Valley.
We do not want the people of the
Methow to suffer because they don’t
have electricity. We just don’t feel that
we need two new transmissions lines
to the Methow Valley. I really don’t
want it to be misconstrued."

A number of Methow Valley residents,
along with commissioner Johnson,
had raised concerns about the scope
of a report released last November by
the Bothel, Wash., firm Foster Wheeler
Environmental Corp. Conducted to
better assess the feasibility of
alternatives to the Pateros-Twisp line in
addressing the Methow’s electrical
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system weaknesses, the report was
also seen as potentially the first steps
toward an EIS.

But when Johnson and several
members of the public complained of
holes in the report, it was sent back to
Foster Wheeler for exposition—to the
tune of an additional $23,000. A
second attempt at fulfilling its purpose
was countered with more questions
and again it was sent back to Foster
Wheeler for more details.

Johnson and members of the public
complained that the report was based
on faulty and incomplete numbers,
citing the lack of details for proposed
roads for each option and vague
estimates for timber cutting on the
Loup route.

Maeyowa pointed out that the PUD
has approved the Loup Loup route as
ideal for its fiberoptic
telecommunications line.

"For the fiber project the Loup is great,"
she said. "There’s not a concern; no
environmental impact concerns;
everything’s already in place. But to
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put a transmission line in the existing
corridor; all of a sudden there are all
these walls."

Maeyowa went on to warn some of
the PUD staff and commissioners that
their actions were being watched and
could come back to haunt them

"It’s not OK. Pretty soon the
compilation of misinformation is going
to come back into your lap and
people are going to be outraged," she
said. "You guys better be really
accountable for what you’re doing
because there’s a lot of bad
information stacking up that’s going to
come to light here soon that isn’t
going to put you in a very good light."

Present was the suspicion that the
Pateros-Twisp route—admittedly the
alternative preferred by the
PUD—remained as the preferred
alternative and the PUD was just going
through the motions by
commissioning a vague report with a
foregone conclusion.

"They didn’t make cost comparisons
that they should have made," Johnson
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said. "They didn’t look at an
Environmental Impact Statement,
whether it was needed or not; they
didn’t look at priority habitat and
species. There’s a whole list of things
that they’re still talking about looking
into, but they reached a conclusion in
November. And now we’re looking for
information that would support that
conclusion or not support it.

"We didn’t mean just write off three
alternatives and boost one," he
scolded. "We meant analyze the
different alternatives so we could see
the advantages of one over the
other."

PUD manager Harlan Warner said
Foster Wheeler fulfilled the scope of its
proposal, and opponents were asking
for more details that would be found
only in a detailed—and
expensive—EIS.

"You can’t get a $250,000 answer out
of a $25,000 study," he said.

The PUD was directed by a Superior
Court Judge Jack Burchard in March
2000 to complete an EIS if it wanted to
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string the line up the valley.

The PUD board agreed to look further
into alternatives to the Pateros-Twisp
line before sinking the money into an
EIS.

Johnson said he will keep the issue of
rebuilding the Loup line on the table.

"If it was needed seven years ago it’s
certainly needed more so now," he
said.

Warner said the PUD estimates that if
rebuilding the Loup Loup line was to
be conducted, the district could use
its diesel generators to produce
electricity in the Methow during the
project. It would take, however, all 16
of the units plus seven rentals to meet
estimated peak demand during the
construction.

Relocating the units to the Methow
could cost $2 million and the PUD
estimates they would need at least $4
million in fuel for six months.

Warner said the district is limited in
how it can improve electrical service
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efficiency and reliability with only the
aged Loup Loup line.

"All the crutches have been used for
several years to get the ultimate
capacity out of the system," he said.
"So we’re there."

He said the PUD might have to limit
new customers on the system in the
Methow, or might have to start
spending money on distribution system
upgrades.

The PUD board meets Feb. 19 at 8:30
a.m. at PUD headquarters in
Okanogan.

 

RURAL keeps the ideas coming

By Ann McCreary

Members of RURAL, a citizen property
rights organization, are asking
Okanogan County commissioners to
consider revising building permit fees
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"to more realistically reflect the current
economic status and cultural
configuration of our county."

RURAL representatives submitted a list
of seven recommendations to the
commissioners following a Jan. 14
commission meeting. The
recommendations call for reducing or
eliminating building fees and time
limits on permits in cases where
construction is being done by the
property owner. RURAL is seeking
exemptions from county building
codes for property owners who do
their own construction. 

The list of recommendations was
requested by commissioners at the
Jan. 14 meeting. The county
commission has maintained that the
county is constrained by state statutes
from loosening its building codes in
most cases. Commissioners suggested
that citizens pursue their goals through
the state legislature or the courts. 

Commissioner Dave Schulz of Twisp
said this week, however, that he has
looked into one of the group’s
recommendations, which calls for
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charging a nominal fee for agricultural
buildings, regardless of size, that
currently require a permit. He said the
county may be able to address this
issue, and make it more simple and
less costly for owner-builders to
construct buildings on their property
for agricultural use.

"If I want to put up a shed out there for
my horses, it could be exempt from a
building permit and the fees might be
waived," Schulz said. He said he has
begun exploring this possibility with the
director of the county’s building
department. Schulz added that he was
acting as an individual commissioner,
and the issue would need to be
addressed by the entire commission.

Schulz said some of the other
recommendations put forth by RURAL
could be very problematic for the
county, such as a recommendation
that "a token or nominal fee be
adopted for the federally defined,
low-income county residents." 

"You get into discrimination issues.
How do you determine level of
poverty or when you exempt
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someone from building permits? I
don’t think we want to go there,"
Schulz said.

RURAL, formed last year, stands for
Regulations Undermine Rural
American Living. 

Bottled water offered to Alder Mill
neighbors

By John Hanron

About half a dozen homes in the
vicinity of the old Alder Gold and
Copper Company Mill near Twisp will
be eligible to receive free bottled
water while officials continue
investigating mining contamination in
the area.

The Washington State Department of
Ecology placed the mill site on its
Hazardous Site List in the summer of
2000 after technicians found high
levels of arsenic in water samples
taken from several homes below the
mill. The mill is perched on the hillside
above the Twisp-Carlton Road, on the
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southwest end of town.

The DOE was alerted to the potential
problem after local resident and
University of Washington graduate
student Dan Peplow discovered high
levels of various metals—including
arsenic and lead—in drinking water
samples from homes near the mill.

Peplow’s work also led DOE to heavy
metal pollution at the Red Shirt Mill, on
Twisp Airport Road.

On a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being the
highest level of concern, the Alder Mill
has been given a No. 2 priority; the
Red Shirt Mill has been given a No. 1
priority.

According to DOE site manager Rick
Roeder, the agency is using the new
standards for allowable levels of
arsenic in drinking water. In January
2001, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency revised the standard from 50
parts per billion to 10 ppb by 2006. 

"Given new drinking water standards
for arsenic, we felt it was prudent to
give folks the opportunity to use
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bottled water while we continue our
investigations," said Roeder. 

Ecology, EPA and the Okanogan
Health District have joined forces to
address the mining pollution near
Twisp.

Arsenic has been shown to pose
significant cancer risk at the levels
detected in some of the wells,
according to DOE spokesperson Joy
Redfield-Wilder. 

"It’s important for residents living in this
area to drink water from an alternate
source," explained Dave Hilton, with
the Okanogan Health District. He
added that those with affected wells
can set up delivery of the free bottled
water with a phone call.

Letters have been sent to affected
residents informing them about the
bottled water program. To initiate
water delivery, qualified residents may
call the health department at
800-222-6410. Bottled water will be
available through October while
alternate water sources are explored.
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For more information visit Ecology’s
website at www.ecy.wa.gov, or the
EPA’s website at
www.epa.gov/epahome/hi-arsenic. 

 

School district applies pressure to
non-voters

By Carol Stull

Bart Bradshaw, in for another year as
Methow Valley school board chair,
has good news regarding next
Tuesday’s (Feb. 5) levy election. He
reports latest county figures show
taxpayers should see no rate increase
over the $1.89 per $1,000 collected in
the current levy. Previously the new
rate was estimated to come in at $1.95
per $1,000 in 2003.

Noting the previous levy passed by a
half-dozen votes, Bradshaw said the
levy committee has been working
hard to get people to cast their ballot.
He said efforts have included
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obtaining names of citizens who did
not vote in the last school election
and encouraging them to turn out this
time. He said information on who did
and did not vote, not how anyone
voted, is available to the public from
the county.

"It is amazing how many people, who
should have had an interest in schools,
did not vote," he commented.

Bradshaw also said levy workers will
have poll watchers, another legal
practice, checking to see who has not
voted on election day. By 6 p.m.
committee members will be calling
those folks to remind them of their
civic duty.

In all, Bradshaw says because things
are going well in the schools, with "no
big controversy" brewing, he feels
"pretty positive" about next week’s
election outcome.

A contingent of parents and supporters
of Liberty Bell wrestlers did come to
last week’s (Jan. 23) board meeting
with concerns about that sports
program.
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They thanked new head wrestling
coach Paul Trockel for his efforts, but
said they are anxious to have the
program reach the level it had
achieved under teacher/coach Brian
James. James left the district,
apparently unexpectedly, last year.

The group asked that future teacher
candidates be given preference if
they have experience coaching
wrestling. They offered to help by
sitting on a selection committee. 

Bradshaw noted parents had
participated in past selections and
said he believes some people feel
frustrated by new coaching methods
being used by Trockel. He said folks
should give the new philosophy time
to prove itself after kids learn the new
way.

Bradshaw also urged parents to be
careful not to get "too involved" with
kids sports, noting pressure from
parents had "driven two head
teacher/coaches (not wrestling) off"
last year.
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At last week’s meeting, the board
hired Tyler Moe, a Liberty Bell grad, as
assistant wrestling coach. He replaces
Dave Johnson, whose resignation was
accepted.

Methow Valley’s activities director
Chuck Fischer and the board
discussed another sports "hot topic"—a
move to amend Washington
Interscholastic Activities Association
rules to exclude private schools from
competing with public schools.
Activities directors will vote on this in
April.

According to Bradshaw, many schools
want this change to ease the
competition, but he urged the matter
be looked at carefully.

Fischer said he believes this move
could be bad for 1A schools, since if
league numbers drop below 40
schools, WIAA rules do not allow
full-fledged post-season tournaments.

"It seems it would be better to have
more kids going to tournaments even
if the chance of winning is less,"
commented new board member
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Bennet Upper.

The board also discussed the need to
conserve energy, given a recent 22
percent rise in power rates. According
to Liz Weeks Molz at the district office,
the most recent electric monthly bill
from the co-op for the Winthrop
campus topped $16,000. She also said
the PUD bill for Twisp school properties
came to $600—almost double what it
had been.

Currently elementary school
thermostats are set at 70 degrees, 65
at night; for Liberty Bell they’re at 68
degrees, set back to 60.

Upper said he finds this "troubling,"
saying 70 degrees is too hot;
thermostats should be lowered and
parents be advised to dress their kids
in warmer clothes.

Superintendent Lou Gates asked the
facilities committee to look into this.

In another cost-conscious move, the
board has asked John Molohon, North
Central Educational Services District
fiscal officer, to evaluate district
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business office staff needs in light of
John Koch’s expected departure at
the end of this school year.
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